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Stereotypes Regarding Body and Space
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When certain characteristics are frequently used and discussed, they
gradually become a kind of “code,” helping some community members
quickly judge whether others may belong to the same group. At the
same time, however, this kind of judgment remains highly uncertain:
the same white socks, tight sportswear, beard, or fitness habits may
simply reflect personal taste and lifestyle. Through our conversations
and research, | found that this can be understood as one of the identity
codes that has emerged within the semi-open social environment of
mainland China.
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White socks are often regarded as one of the most important features
for identifying gay people. Some people subconsciously judge sexual
orientation through external characteristics, such as clothing, hairstyle,
body shape, posture, or brand preferences. These characteristics
reflect, to a greater extent, symbolic associations that have developed
within the community over time, as well as stereotypes repeatedly
reinforced by the wider society. As these symbols are circulated and
imitated, an interesting phenomenon gradually emerges.
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This page was inspired by Troye Sivan's MV RUSH. There
are also GOGOs in gay bars, dancing intensely while
wearing only underwear. This kind of sexy, adrenaline-
rushing pleasure, has also gradually become symbolized.
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This discusses fetishism. On Chinese Douyin, a trend has
emerged of wearing underwear, socks, and similar items on the
head. Fetishism is not simply a liking for a particular object itself,
but more like a transfer of meaning: desire becomes attached to
a specific symbol, turning it into a medium that triggers bodily
responses, identity associations, and community memories.
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Queer culture, nails, and subcultures are simply matters
of personal interest and preference. There is no need to
pay too much attention to what other people are doing,
because it has nothing to do with you. | do not know
why the online environment seems to be becoming
increasingly harsh, with people constantly judging others
based on their appearance.
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“Sissy,” a form of discrimination in early China against men who
were considered relatively feminine or weak. It often occurred
among students who were not yet mentally mature, usually
judging others through their tone of voice, movements, and
appearance.
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These are the super-long fingers associated with lesbians.
In stereotypes, lesbians are often seen as having relatively
high standards for their partners, which can be a good thing,
but over time some of these preferences have also become
symbolized—for example, how many centimeters long the
fingers should be, how high the educational background should
be, appearance requirements, or a preference for older women.
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These conditions, of course, cannot represent an entire group,
nor do they mean that lesbians all share the same standards
when choosing a partner. What is more interesting is that, as
these preferences are repeatedly circulated through social
media, conversations, and within the community, they
shift from private choices into “labels” that can be r
discussed, and even imitated.This is simply s
interesting phenomenon.
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This is Douyin influencer Chen Tudou. Is short hair on

women also one of these “codes”?
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This is my junior and also one of my interview
participants. She considers herself a typical long-haired T.
Through repeated circulation, these characteristics can
gradually form a shared language within the community.
Some people joke about these labels, some actively
identify with them, while others do not agree with them
atall.
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Douyin’s top TS influencer, “Mother Goose”: Why
do transgender people express themselves through

exaggerated characteristics?
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It is not about “why transgender people have to be
exaggerated,” but rather why certain exaggerated makeup,
clothing, voices, movements, and bodily features gradually
become easily recognizable visual symbols of transgender
identity through online circulation. When someone expresses
themselves through stronger visual characteristics, is this
a form of free self-presentation, or is it also responding to
society’s imagination of what a transgender person should look
like?
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In LGBTQ+ bars, transgender people often express
themselves through more exaggerated makeup,
clothing, voices, movements, and bodily features.
This is, of course, part of their work and a form of
free self-presentation, while at the same time also
accommodating mainstream stereotypes.
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When the performance ends and t
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leave the bar, these characteristics may be
removed, hidden, or readjusted. The visibility
of this identity therefore carries a strong

sense of temporariness.
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Symbols are not fixed or unchanging either. Certain visual
characteristics that originally belonged only to nightclubs, bars,
or queer communities may quickly become recognizable labels
to the public after being photographed, uploaded, imitated,
and circulated. Of course, in China’s online environment, some
people also deliberately use attention-seeking and exaggerated
performances to discredit this community.
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